' HAPPINESS ' AND ( FREEDOM '       101

regret to Mrs. Besant, who mentioned the fact in The
Theosophist. So my father never went to Naini Tal ; and
even today, more than 40 years after he resigned from
Government service, if I happen to meet while travelling any
of his contemporaries of the various districts in which he had
served29(), and they learn who I am, they almost rush to
embrace me, expressing the highest praise of my father's
work and worth and lovingly relate incidents of his days in
Government service.

My father still continues his devotion to the ideal of an
Indo-British Commonwealth which Mrs. Besant propounded,.
and though times have moved, and even though he has
taken part in the Congress movement to the extent of
having had to go to jail291, and though he has presided over
a Provincial Political Conference L>i)2, his attachment to that
ideal remains. I have seen him shaken from strict loyalty
only once when Mrs. Besant was interned in 1917 293 for her
political activities, not even when he himself was sentenced
to a year's imprisonment for declining to give security to
keep the peace294 ! He presided over the meeting in the
Benares Town Hall to protest against her internment and
made a strong speech. I hear that Mrs. Besant was deeply
moved when she read that speech at Ootacamund295, where
she was interned. I believe he has regarded almost all the
later activities of the Congress under Mahatma Gandhiji's
inspiration as misdirected in the absence, according to him,
of any reasonably clear definition of the economic and other
policies of that Swaraj which he and the Congress desire for
India; but Mrs. Besant's internment even he could not
stand. I do not think he takes the ideal of national political